
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
 
 

New Year’s Eve & First Sunday of Christmas   December 31, 2017 

We Prepare to Worship God 

Prelude   

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship    

            O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

               O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.   

               For He alone is worthy, for He alone is worthy,      

               For He alone is worthy, Christ the Lord.           
 

Opening Prayer 

Christmas Hymn Sing (first & last verse) 

                            “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”             No. 271 

                                    “Away In A Manger”                      No. 262 

                                “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                 No. 279 
 

Children’s Message           Ben & Rachel Winecoff 
 

We Hear God's Word  

First Lesson: Psalm 111:1-10 
Praise the LORD. 
I will extol the LORD with all my heart 
    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD; 
    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 
    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
    the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
    he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
    giving them the lands of other nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established for ever and ever, 
    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 



9 He provided redemption for his people; 
    he ordained his covenant forever— 
    holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
    To him belongs eternal praise. 

 

Second Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                               

Offertory                      “We Are An Offering”                    No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word 
Senior Choir Anthem          “Bethlehem’s Gift”            Besig/Price       

Sermon       “What Do You Do When the Batteries Go Dead?”                    

                                                                                    Pastor Hunt 

   Hymn                   “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”           No. 292       
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 

Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

Closing Hymn          “Go Tell It On the Mountain”             No. 258 

Postlude 

Prayer Team Available in Chapel 
 

 

Welcome to visitors! Welcome to worship as we follow the Lord 
of all eternity into a new year of life, faith and ministry! 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 131 
 

Attendance Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: 393 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need Gift Ideas? Pick up an Immanuel cookbook or choir CD for 
$5 each. Lutheran World Relief has a catalog of gifts to choose 
from, and all LWR gifts are doubled through Dec. 31 (TODAY)!  
 

Please join our prayer team after worship for prayer in room #5 
(next to the Chapel).  
 

There will be NO Junior Choir, Pizza Supper, Trinity or 
Confirmation Classes on January 3. Sunday School & Adult 
Education will resume next Sunday, January 7. 
 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to push wheelchairs at 
Bethany in December!  
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! We resume again this Saturday, January 
6. 
 

Plan Ahead: All financial gifts need to be given to the church office 
TODAY so they can be credited for 2017. All annual report 
information is due to the church office by THIS Friday, January 5.  
 

The Church Office will be closed, Monday, January 1. 
 

You’re invited to bring a dish to share for our “First Sunday of 
the Month” Congregational Potluck next Sunday, Jan. 7! We’ll 
meet in the Social Hall after worship. Drinks and tableware 
provided. Don’t miss out on the food and fellowship! 

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson           Reader: Sue Uthe 

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: Al & Sarah Gelner, Gary & Sue Uthe, Al Hermanson                                      

Greeters: Linda Doyle    

Candlelighter: Alex Berends       Sound Engineer: Craig Sargent 

 

 

 



Disciple Orientation: Interested in becoming part of Immanuel? 
Anyone who wants to find out more about what it means to follow 
Jesus as part our congregation is invited to join us in the 
Cornerstone Room on Sunday, January 7th after that morning’s 
potluck meal. We’ll have a welcome for new folks during worship 
on January 14th! 
 

My Bible Faith Stepping Stone: During Sunday School from 
January 7 through February 11, our 2nd and 3rd graders and their 
parents will journey through all 66 books of the Bible, highlighting 
dozens of verses and stories through music, art, and drama. We 
will meet in the Social Hall each Sunday morning, starting with 
music at 8:20 A.M. Families will learn how to bring God’s Word into 
their daily lives. We will conclude with a blessing service during 
worship on February 11th. Come see how much fun  
you can have while you learn the greatest story of all time! You can 
find out more about the Faith Stepping Stones at 
www.faithink.com. 
  

Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride! We will try to honor last minute 
requests.  
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 
 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and  
“Our Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex! 
 

Have something to share with  
the congregation? Share your  
announcements or prayer requests  
with the congregation via E-mail or  
weekly Sunday bulletins.  
Announcements for both e-mail &  
Sunday bulletins are due by noon 
 on Thursdays. 
 
 

LCMC Days of Prayer: Every congregation, member and pastor is 
being invited to set aside some time each day of January 2, 3 and 
4, 2018 for prayer. Our attitude toward prayer has often been 
characterized by saying, “well, all we can do now is pray!”. 
Prayer is not the hopeless act of desperation. Prayer is a gift that 
God has given to us as a means to approach the throne of grace 
with confidence—like that of a child coming to her parents sharing 
concerns, victories, defeats and every part of life. It is an 
opportunity to express the deepest heartache and the greatest joy. 
Prayer is a conversation between the Creator and the 
created…and the conversation began with God, for us, in Christ 
Jesus. 

  

Day One: January 2 
This is a day focused on confession. We have made our lives, our 
relationships—and even the church—in our own image. We 
confess that the church belongs to Jesus and not to us. We gather 
to lay down our pride, our sin and our agenda and ask the Lord of 
the church for forgiveness, which He gives freely and with mercy. 
  

Day Two: January 3 
This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the pastor, 
for the leaders, for those who carry out ministries, for the Sunday 
School teachers, for the Confirmation leaders, for those leading 
adult Bible studies and for those leading small groups. Pray for 
those in hospital and nursing home ministries. Pray for all those 
connected to your church that they might know God’s redeeming 
love for all in Christ. 
  

Day Three: January 4 
This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again move 
through the hearts and minds of leaders and pastors that God’s 
vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time 
of prayer for renewal, revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s 
vision. 
 

Let’s come together as an association of congregations across the 
U.S. and around the world to pray! I believe that the church will 
never rise up until we first get down on our knees!  

 
--LCMC Service Coordinator,  

Mark Vander Tuig 
  



Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
We are excited to invite you to participate in several upcoming 

youth activities. If you are interested in participating in any of 

these, please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 

 

Winter Jam 

January 26, 2018 at Wells Fargo Arena 

$15 at the door; Doors open at 6 p.m.; Main show at 7 p.m. 

Interested in going? Contact Rod Bunn at rbunn@gmail.com or  

515-290-1150 

 

Summer 2018 Youth Events 
 

Riverside Bible Camp’s High School week is July 22-27.  

They have a great week planned; check it out at 

www.riversidelbc.org/youth-camp (click on Sr High). 

 

Called 2 Follow, the LCMC National Youth Event,  

will be in Des Moines this summer!  

http://www.lcmc.net/youth-gathering 

July 17-20, 2018, Grand View University, Des Moines. 
 

 

 

Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events 

or other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Rod Bunn: rbunn1967@gmail.com; 515-290-1150 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Tammy Nicholson: tknicholson89@gmail.com; 515-291-0034 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

 
 
 
 

December 31, 2017-January 7, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, December 31—New Year’s Eve 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)  
 

Monday, January 1—New Year’s Day (Office Closed) 
 

Tuesday, January 2—LCMC Days of Prayer ( Jan. 2-4) 
7:00 P.M.   Social Hall Reserved 

 

Wednesday, January 3 
9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 
6:30 P.M.   Youth Board 

       7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 
 

Friday, January 5—Annual Report Information Due 
     10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
 

Saturday, January 6 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel 
 

Sunday, January 7—Communion Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time  
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School/My Bible FSS & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 
     11:00 A.M.   Discipleship Orientation (Cornerstone Room) 
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